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such as the right to an independent evaluation of their son or daughter. Many schools 
automatically send parent(s)/guardian(s) a statement of their legal rights when initial 
permission to evaluate is sought.

Assessment, according to Gargiulo and Metcalf (2017), is a generic term that 
refers to the process of gathering information about a pupil’s strengths and needs. 
Educational assessment can rightly be thought of as an information-gathering and 
decision-making process.

One of the goals of the assessment process is to obtain a complete profile of the 
student’s abilities and his or her needs. By law (IDEA), this requires the use of a 
multidisciplinary team of professionals, of which one member must be a teacher. 
In practice, some school districts are fulfilling this mission by establishing inter- and 
transdisciplinary assessment teams. Regardless of the model adopted by the school 
district, the team is responsible for developing an individualized and comprehensive 
assessment package that evaluates broad developmental domains (cognitive, academic 
achievement) as well as the specific areas of concern noted on the referral, such as 
social/emotional problems or suspected visual impairments.

Successful accomplishment of this task dictates the use of both formal and informal 
assessment tools. Once again, IDEA is very clear about this issue: No one procedure 
may be used as the sole basis of evaluation; a multitude of tests is required. IDEA regu-
lations further require that the evaluations be presented in the pupil’s native language 

  FIGURE 2.2  A Procedural Decision-Making Model for the Delivery of Special Education Services
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1. IDEA does not mandate parental consent for referral but does require consent for evaluation.

2. Eligibility determination must occur within sixty days of referral.

3. If parents refuse consent for a special education, the school district is not responsible for providing a free appropriate public education.

4. The IEP must be developed within thirty days of eligibility determination.

*Mandatory resolution session required prior to a due process hearing.

assessment: The process of gathering 
information and identifying a student’s 
strengths and needs through a variety 
of instruments and products; data used 
in making decisions.

multidisciplinary team: A group of 
professionals from different disciplines 
who function as a team but perform 
their roles independent of one another.


